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From Lemons To Lemonade

Great-Aunt Fiona might say, “I just love you to death.” Fortunately, our Great-Aunt
Fiona didn't mean that literally. Jesus did, however, but in a different way. Here is the story of
another child that He loved to death literally, His death. This is written in his own words.

* My name is Larry Byrns and when I was 30 years old on January 1%, 1981,

I was drunk-driving and killed a young 18 year-old man in a head-on collision. I was
rightfully sent to prison for vehicular manslaughter. In prison, on my knees, I asked Jesus
Christ into my life. Even before being in prison, I felt more freedom that ever before. During
my prison time I studied and grew in His word. When I was released from prison I wondered,
“What is a high school-dropout, ex-convict going to do?” I got connected and involved in a
local church. God gave me favor with work and I was able to work and pay off my debt.
Sensing God had more for me, I got involved in jail ministry. God blessed me with a beautiful
wife and opened the door for us to buy a home. It's been 42 years since I have had a drink of
alcohol since that accident.

This year the DA's office appointed me as their first-ever chaplain. These are the same
District Attorneys that rightfully prosecuted and sent me to prison. God has forgiven me and
given me peace, joy, and contentment which I feel I do not deserve. He has a perfect plan for
each of us. Are you ready for JESUS?”

Our brother, Larry felt he didn't deserve the good things God gave him. None of us do.
It wouldn't be grace if we deserved it, but praise God for His kindness.

Our gracious God took Larry's lemons and made them into lemonade.

Boots on the Ground

“A great leader is never beyond hard work.”* Former police chief Bill LaGrone has
shown us by example that “the willingness to serve is the essence of true leadership.”* He
writes “For many years, I had the privilege of serving my community as Police Chief. That
role demanded discipline, courage, and a commitment to justice, but it also taught me
something far deeper: the importance of compassion. Every call, every encounter, reminded
me that behind every situation was a person—someone with a story, struggles, and hopes. I
began to see that true service meant more than enforcing the law; it meant meeting people
where they were and offering understanding in moments of crisis. Those experiences shaped
my heart and prepared me for the next chapter of my life. When the opportunity came to serve
at Jordan Crossing Ministries, I recognized it as a calling. My years in law enforcement gave
me a unique perspective on the challenges people face—broken families, addiction, poverty,
and hopelessness. At Jordan Crossing, I now walk alongside individuals who are searching for
healing and redemption, offering guidance rooted in faith and hope. 1 believe God used my
time as Police Chief to prepare me for my ministry. The badge taught me responsibility and
leadership, but the Word teaches me grace and renewal. Today, I serve not with authority




over others, but with humility beside them. My mission is to help people discover dignity,
strength, and a new path forward through Christ. I am grateful for the journey that brought me
here. From protecting the streets to shepherding souls, my life has been about service. At
Jordan Crossing Ministries, I continue that mission, trusting that God will use my experiences
to bring light into dark places and hope to those who need it most.”

Both quotes are from God's Little Instruction Book for I eaders, p.43

Reconciliation

I once read a story about two men who happened to be kneeling side-by side at the
communion rail of a English church. One was a former convict who had served time and was
now out of prison. The other was the judge who had sentenced him to prison years before.

After the service the minister asked the judge, “Did you recognize the man kneeling
beside you?'

“Yes, I did,” replied the judge. “That was a miracle of grace.”

“You mean that the man you sentenced to prison should be kneeling beside you?”

“No, not at all,” said the judge. “The miracle is that I should be kneeling beside him.
You see, that man clearly knew he was a sinner in need of a Savior. But I was brought upina
religious home, have lived a decent, moral life, and have served my community. It is much
more difficult for someone such as I to recognize his need for a Savior. I am the miracle of
grace.”*

I'm a miracle of God's grace, too. Are you?
*Jerry Bridges, The Gospel for Real Life, p.1111

Praises and Prayer Requests

Praise God for those who've accepted Christ recently. Linda was able to start discipling
two of them the next week.

- Praise God for a wonderfully successful Christmas party.

«  Pray that God would bless Linda with victory over arthritis pain.

«  Pray for God to bring about renewed contact with those released from jail.

Financial Information

ARM is always looking for prayer/financial partners. Thank you to those already
involved. Your giving makes a difference, and we're grateful, particularly for the changed lives
God makes possible through your help. Just think, by partnering with us, you're actually
partnering with God! Questions or comments? Linda Reed can be reached at (530) 521-2218
or chaplainlinda777@gmail.com. Ron Wolcott can be reached at (530) 990-5966 or
ronatyourservice@gmail.com. Checks should be made out to ARM, PO Box 5651, Oroville,
CA. 95966 with either “women's ministry” or “where most needed” in the memo line. The
same pattern should be followed if giving through EFC. However you choose to give, know
that you're partnering with us in this ministry. We couldn't do it without your support,
especially your prayer support, so thank you.




