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The Lord continues to bless ARM as we serve at the 
jail. As of January we added three more ministers -  
Aaron W, Lori G, and Rhonda K. All three have 
experience working with broken people. Aaron lives 
in Chico and works as a nurse practitioner. Aaron 
was on staff with InterVarsity in the recent past, as is 
his wife Kimberly still. Lori and her husband live in 
Magalia and she works at a local funeral home. 
Rhonda K lives in Chico with her blended family of 8 
and is a leader for Hearts Being Healed Ministries. 
Other ministers who came on board last Fall include 
Kurt S and Barry F. Kurt comes from Paradise and 
works in construction while Barry is a retired prison 
cook. These are the heartbeat of this ministry and 
direct blessings from God. I am so thankful they were 
willing to do our training and screening and ultimately 
reach out to the broken at the jail. 

Adding these to the ministerial team has brought 
needed relief to me and those waiting for a regular 
visit at the jail. In spite of this influx of ministers, we 
still have a waiting list of 15-25 inmates at any one 
time, most of whom are ladies. 

Due to the need to check in on inmates waiting for a 
visit, Chaplain Linda had an excellent idea of 
deputizing other inmates who have proven their 
stability and faith. We are experimenting with this on 
both sides of the jail, and praying the Lord does His 
thing through these inmate ambassadors. Ministry 
Check-In forms are also helping us fill the gap by 
allowing us to “check in” on any inmates with whom we 
are not able to have regular minister visits. 

The Christian community in the jail can be very 
active. Some pods (especially on the general 
population side where they live together in one big 
room) have the majority of the pod gathering 
sometimes twice a day for Bible studies. As you 
can imagine, this atmosphere provides for a lot of 
spiritual growth and focus. Some of these 
Christian inmates have a lot of spiritual gifts, and 
really should be in ministry full time were it not for 
their addictions. Sadly, some were in the ministry 
full time before their addictions caught up to them. 
Some men who were marginal (at best) in their 
walk with Christ upon entry in jail end up leading 
the whole pod in amazing Christian humility. I 
know one inmate who’s humble leadership has 
surprised himself. Some inmates never had such 
great fellowship, and would gladly stay in that pod 
forever if circumstances never changed.  

But, change it does. The constant transfer of 
inmates with no warning often rips the heart out of 
many young believers. When your only living 
space is full of people who have succumbed to the 
evils of the world, any light at all gives you great 
hope. The extremes of jail life make for an 
emotional roller coaster that just continues the 
unstable life they were already living, and that’s 
where we come in.  

We offer stability through regular presence on 
Thursday nights, on the glass, phone, and tablet. 
When inmates move on to prison they know our 
relationship can continue. Their grateful response 
and continued communication is evidence that our 
presence makes a difference. Thanks for your part 
in meeting these needs and fulfilling the call of 
Christ at the Butte County Jail and beyond. 

 

https://heartsbeinghealed.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fZli9f6n2n0zRuAaKbF0ow_ZJ6FbYZq8SkwBmesdcGM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fZli9f6n2n0zRuAaKbF0ow_ZJ6FbYZq8SkwBmesdcGM/edit?usp=sharing

